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COMPLETE RETURNS OF AUSTRIAN GENERAL ELECTIONS, 96.8% of Austria's 
7,091,815 registered voters went to the polls on October 9th and cast 
1,189,566 valid votes in the general parliamentary elections, (In 
1945 when 5,217,554 valid votes were cast the number of registered 
voters had been 3,449,605), The results of the voting were as follows: 





Total Valid People's Socialist Leftist Bloc Union of Splinter 

















Votes Cast Party Party (Communists) iIndepend= Groups 

1949 4,189,366 1,844,850 1,621,275 212,651 188 182 21,458 
(100%) (44.1%) (38.7%) (5%) (11.7%) (0,5%) 

1945 3,217,354 1,602,227 1,434,898 174,257 ---- 5,972 
(100%) (49.8%) (44,67) (5%) ---- --- 


Total Number of Seats 
4n Lower Chamber of 
Austrian Parliament (Nationalrat) 











19 49 165 77 67 5 16 woe 
1945 165 85 76 4 -- oon 


The returns from the individual Federal States show that the 
Austrian People's Party (Volkspartei) retained its absolute majority 
in the Provinces of Lower Austria, Burgenland, Tyrol and Vorarlberg 
and remained the strongest party in all other States, with the exep- 
tion of Vienna and Carinthia where the Socialist Party ran first. 
Following are the figures for the individual States (as of October 
lith, 1949): 


Total Popular People's Socialist Leftist Bloc Union of ' Splinter 

















Vote Party Party (Communists) Independ- Groups 
ents 
Viema 
1949 1,139,162 401,076 563,580 89,376 79,054 6,076 
(35.2%) (49.4%) (7.9%) (7%) (0.5%) 
1945 870,017 300,513 499,638 69, 866 ---- wo-- 
(34.4%) (57.5%) (8.1%) ---- ---- 


Lower Austria 





19 49 894,791 463,989 330,236 48, 419 49,335 2,149 
(50.85%) (36.45%) (5.3%) (5.4%) (2%) 
1945 706,755 384,214 284,430 36, 234 —_— a 


(54.51%) (40.55%) (5.14%) own sani 
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Total Popular People's Socialist Leftist Bloc Union of Splinter 
Vote Party Party iConmunists) Independ- “Groups 
ents 
Upper Austria 
1949 597,489 268,577 184,037 18,572 124,495 1,806 
r= (44. 9%) (30 28%) (3. 1%) (20.8%) (0, 4%) 
1945 469,027 276,676 179,975 12,376 einiadia mee 
7 (5845 99%) (38,374) (22.64%) mien ial 
Salzbure 
1949 172,003 75,217 57 ,'703 5, 757 31,910 1,416 
(43.7%) (53.5%) (3, 3%) (18, 5%) (1. 0%) 
1945 126,390 71,631 49,965 4,794 eines ere 
(56.68%) (39.53%) (3579%) esl oleate 
Tyrol 
1949 226,931 127 ,667 53,989 3,717 39,485 2,073 
(56. 2%) (23 290%) (1.6%) (17, 4%) (0, 90%) 
1945 153,571 109, 360 40,857 3,354 dite eae 
as (71. 21%) (26,617) (2, 18%) 
Vorarlberg 
1949 101,846 57,409 19,261 2,435 22,289 452 
eres (56.3%) (18.9%) (2.4% (21.9%) (0.5%) 
1945 69 ,'707 48,812 19, 189 1,706 wace oom 
=n (70, 02%) (27, 53%) (2,454) oo wane 
otyri& 
1949 653,499 280,457 244,494 29 ,626 92,919 3, 5°9 
(435) (37052 (4. 5%) (14. 2%) (0.8%) 
1945 493,861 261,358 205,779 26,724 sone oo 
(52.92%) (41.67%) (50417% ) ---- ---- 
Carinthia 
1949 248,662 83,770 101,207 9,988 51, 250 2,447 
(33. 69%) (40, 7%) (42 ) (20. 6%) (i. 01%) 
1945 179,260 71,265 87,572 14,451 — — 
(39. 76%) (48, 85%) (8, 06%) aeooe aeocoe 
Burgenland 
1949 164,983 86, 678 66,768 4,761 6,395 381 
a (52, 4% (40, 2%) (3. 8%) (3.8%) (0.8%; 
1945 131,336 68, 108 58,917 4,311 ---- ---- 
(Sie 865 (44.86%) (3.28%) —— = -——- 


The state assembly vote resulted in the following distribution of 


seats in the individual state assemblies (Llandtage) : 


Total Number 








of Seats 
Vienna 
19 49 100 35 52 7 6 --- 
(1945 100 36 58 6 - — 
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Total Number People's Socialist Leftist Bloc Union of Splinter 











of Seats Party Party (Comaunists) independ. Groups 








Lower Austria 





1949 56 51 22 re) 0 — 
1945 56 32 22 2 


Upper Austria 

















1949 48 235 15 0 10 ose 
19 45 43 50 18 0 = oe ae 
Stvria 

1949 48 22 18 1 7 saab 
1945 48 26 20 2 ~ win 
Carinthia 

1949 32 12 15 1 8 Cine 
1945 32 14 19 3 = anes 
Salzburg 

1949 26 12 9 O 5 nein 
1945 26 15 10 1 - ese 
Tyrol 

1949 36 24 8 @) 4 ome 
1945 36 26 10 0 ™ oun 
Vorarlberg 

1949 26 16 4 0 6 --- 
1945 26 19 7 O o eine 
Burgenland 

1949 32 18 13 0 1 paren 
1945 32 17 14 1 - unis 


By and large, the October 9th elections left the position of the 
two leading Austrian parties basically unchanged and represented a pop- 
ular vote of confidence for the coalition government's policy. Both 
of these parties - the People's Party and the Socialist Party - not 
only did not lose any electoral strength, but were even able to muster 
additional votes, the People's Party 242,623 and the Socialists 
186,377. The decrease in the number of parliamentary seats won by 
the two major parties is due to the fact that there were almost one 
million more voters than in 1945, thereby increasing considerably the 
number of votes required per manaate, An estimated 490,000 of these 
new votes - or somewhat less than 50% - were cast for the newly-estab- 
lished Union of Independents, which is headed by Dr, Herbert Kraus of 
Salzburg. The above figure corresponds almost exactly to the number 
of former Nazis of minor rank who were permitted to vote for the first 
time. The other 50% of new voters cast their vote in almost equal 
numbers for the two major coalition parties, with only a small group 
of some 38,000 votes accruing to the Communists (Leftist Bloc), To- 
gether, the two leading parties of the preceding coalition government 
obtained about 83% of the popular vote and will hold 144 of the 165 
seats in the new parliament. The Communist leftist bloc will have 
only 5 deputies in the Federal Legislature and the Union of Inde- 
pendents 16, 

Leaders of both major parties have stated that their coalition 
would be maintained and that a new coalition government would be 
formed in the near future, 


FIGL TO HEAD AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT, The Executive Board of the People's 
Party, which obtained a majority in the recent elections, informed 
Federal President Dr, Karl Renner on October 17th of its unanimous 
decision thatChancellor Leopold Figl should again head Austria's 
Government. 
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FIRST AUSTRIAN PRESS COMENT ON THE ELSCTION RESULTS. In its election 
corment of October Jl, the Wiener Taceszcitune, central organ of the 
Austrian People's Party exnressed satisiaction at the outcome of the 
parliamentary elections and took particuiar pride in the greater nunber 
of votes its party won in Vienna. The pauper further declared that the 
People's Party "would take the 16 men the Union of Independents sends 
to Parliament under very close scrutiny." 

in its editorial of October 11, the Socialist Party organ Arbeiter- 
Zeitung adnitted that the party's main election goal had not been at- 
tained and that, despite all efforts, the electorate had just shown 
that Austria was no exception in the general European trend which,under 
the pressure of intermational political differences and Communist 
threats, favors Conservative candidates; the socialists had succeeded, 
however, in breaking the avsolute majority of the “eople's Party and 
in splitting the Conservative forces, ‘The Arbeiter-Zeitung stressed 
that the new parliamentary group formed by the Union of Independents 
was another opponent which the party would have to fight, 

Die Presse, Vienna's leading independent daily, in its editorial 
of October il entitled “Even Course", expressed satisfaction that the 
overwhe lning majority of the Austrian electorate had stated unequivo- 
cally at the polls that it favored continuance of the country's current 
policy, as carried out so far by the two major parties - the People's 
Party and the Socialists. The paper considered it particularly worthy 
of note that the people of Austria had again given expression to their 
dislike of radicalism in any form and that the Communists were barely 
able to win 5% of the popular vote, it went on to say that the Union 
of Independents, which will sit in Parliament for the first time, would 
now have to convince Austria and the world that it was not a Nazi party. 

Communist leader Johann Koplenig, in the official party organ 
Volksstimme, asserted that the outcome of the elections proved that any 
collaboration between the Socialists and the bourgeois parties leads to 
the victory of reaction. In the future, the working people could pro- 
tect themselves from the onslaught of capital and reaction only by 
joining hands with the Communists, he concluded. 




















WESTERN EUROPEAN PRESS HALLS OUTCOME OF AUSTRIAN ELECTIONS, The Wes- 
tern European press devoted considerable space to news reports and edi- 
torial comment on the outcome of the parliamentary elections in Austria, 
The London Daily Telegrranh declared that the Austrian elections have 
shown that this small occupied country has retained its self-respect 

and reasserted its independence, Despite their differences, the two 
major parties are undoubtedly aware of the fact that, after 7 years of 
National Socialist subjugation and the subsequent years of occupation, 
it is better to cooperate than to pave the way for a dictatorial regime 
by promoting bitter internal strife. The paper commented further that 
after these elections the prospects of the present Austrian Kepublic 
appeared brighter than those of the l’irst Kepublic had been, The Times 
and the Manchester Guardian, in their co:ments on the election, made the 
point that the experiment of permitting new right-wing groups to parti- 
cipate in the contest had proven justified. It was in any case pre- 
ferable to see these new parties represented in parliament than to have 
them operate under cover, 

The Paris press also displayed a marked interest in the Austrian 
elections. L'Aube round essurance in the fact that both major parties 
had succeeded by and large in retaining their former strength and that 
the Austrian people had given their coalition policy a vote of confi- 
dence, Ce latin stressed the defeat of the Communists and expressed 
the belief that the Union cf Independents could not be judged by simply 
calling it a Nazi party. Le Populaire welcomed the firm position of the 
Socialists who were able to retain a majority in the Vienna State Assem- 
bly. The intervention of the new party could have far-reaching conse- 
quences only if the coalition parties should fail to agree on a questim 
of vital importance, 

Most of the leading Italian papers had sent special correspondents 
to Austria and printed their extensive dispatches, LEditorially, the 
Rome paper Popolo saw in the election returns the strongest Communist 
dereat in Western Europe to date and a victory for Christian democ- 
racy, it expressed great satisfaction at the outcome of the elections 
on Italy's northern border, The Corriere della Sera likewise stressed 
taat the elections had not changed Austria's orientation toward the 
West. In comparing the Italian right-wing "Qualunquisti" party with 
the Union of Independents, the paper found that both of these groups 
wise composed of very heterogeneous elements and that both have enjoyed 
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a rapid rise and a quick success, ac'ding that in Italy, however,this 
political movement had almost collapsed by the second election, a de- 
velopment which the Ililan paper clearly predicted would also occur in 
austria. 

The Vatican organ Osservatore Romano saw in the outcome of the 
Austrian elections a victory ot freedom and Democracy over the extreme 
Left and Right, a victory shared by the Peonle's and Socialist parties, 

_Like most other Swiss papers, the Neue Zuercher Zeitung welcomed 
Austria's decision in favor of the West and particularly emphasized 
tie increase of the People's Party electoral strength in Vienna and 
the weakening of traditional Socialist control in the Vienna State As- 
sembly. The Basler Nationalzeitung concluded a long commentary on the 
Austrian elections with the words: "The consequences of the election 
are still to make themselves relt, Only the next few days will bring 
greater clarity into the situation. But already now it can be safely 
said that the October elections reflected the will of 97% of the 
Austrian people to remain firm in their democratic belief and, despite 
the screaming outbursts of demagogic propaganda to which they were ex- 
posed, to reject Eastern totalitarian ideology. This confirms, on a 
particularly large scale and to a notable extent, the trend we have 
experienced throughout the free countries of Europe during the past 
yearss 








AUSTRIAN TREATY TALIS IN NEW YORK. Following a meeting of their depu- 
ties on September 25, the big four Foreign liinisters met informally in 
New York on September 26, 28 and October 6 in order to discuss those 
points of the Austrian Treaty draft which are still in dispute. At 
their last meeting they instructed their deputies to resume delibera- 
tions on these unsettled articles and to report on their progress to 
the ministers themselves by October 24, 

Of the articles on which the Big Four are still at variance, par- 
ticular importance is attached to the allocation of Austrian oil pros- 
pecting areas between the Soviet Union and Austria. In June, the Big 
Four ministers had agreed in broad terms at Paris that the Soviet Union 
should be permitted to retain 60% of all oil prospecting areas in East- 
ern Austria, but their deputies have been unable to agree on which par- 
ticular areas should be alloted to the Soviet Union and have failed 
to put the broad principles into detailed effect. 

Meanwhile, the deputies have resumed their negotiations on October 
10 in the hope of agreeing on a treaty draft by the 24th, 





RUSSIA CONTINUES TO OPPOSE ESTABDLIGIUUNL OF AUSTRIAN CIVIL AVIATION, 

At its meeting of September 50, the Allied Comission for Austria took 
up once again the matter of answering a letter froin Chancellor Dr, 
Leopold Figl, which the Commission nad received in October 1948, and 

in which the Austrian Government protested the Allied ban on the estab- 
lishment of an Austrian civil airline and requested that foreign air 
traffic in Austria be placed under the control of the Austrian authori- 
ties. The Western High Commissioners supported a favorable reply to 
the Austrian Government, but the Soviet representative maintained his 
negative stand and no agreement was reached, 

At the present time, Austria is one of the few European countries 
with no civil aviation of her own, because tne Kussian occupation 
authorities have persistently opposed its establishment, The country 
is served however by several foreign comercial air lines which operate 
resularly-scheduled flights between Vienna and the principal airports 
in Europe and overseas, 





RUSSIANS CARRY OUT ILLEGAL CENSORSHIP OF AUSTRIAN DOMESTIC MAIL. 

warily in October, the austrian Council of Ministers took official note 
of the fact that, since the end of September, the Russian occupation 
authorities have resumed censorship of domestic mail at a number of 
railroad post offices in Vienna, despite the fact that censorship of 
Austrian domestic mail had been abolished several years ago by a unani- 
m0us decision of the Allied Control Council for Austria, The Austrian 
“ederal Government immediately sent a snarp note of protest to the 
Russian Ligh Commissioner, On October 6, the official Soviet news 
agency TaSS, by way of reply, published a statement in which it is 
asserted that the Soviet occupation authorities had not reintroduced 
censorship of domestic mail, but had only made a few "spot checks" 
because they had been informed that censorship of domestic mail had 
been reinstated in the Vestern zones of Austria, The latter statement 
has been denied by the Western Powers, 
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AUSTRIA RESIGNS FRO: INTERNATIONAL JOURNALISTS! UNION. On September 
4th the National Board of the Austrian federation of Journalists 
(Oesterreichische Jourmmalistengewerkschaft) voted to resign from the 
so-called international Union of Journalists whose Executive Committee 
was then meeting in Prague. The latter organization which is under 
Communist control decided to send an investigating commission to 
Austria, but since it had not contacted the Austrian !'ederation of 
Journalists regarding the matter and since the latter had not even 
been represented in Prague, the resignation of the Austrian group is 
regarded as a protest against the unilateral Communist action, The 
Communists are but a small and insignificant minority in the Austrian 
rederation of Journalists, 





APPOINTMENT OF NEW BRITISH ENVOY TO AUSTRIA CONFIRMED BY LING GEORGE. 
King George Vi has confirmed the appointment of Harold Caccia, Assis- 
tant Undersecretary of State in the British Foreign Office, as the new 
envoy to Austria, The former British envoy in Vienna, Sir Bertrand 
Jerram, was recently appointed British ambassador in Santiago de Chile, 





AUSTRIA REPRESENTED AT U.eNe#.S eC 2.0. ASSEMBLY IN PARIS. An Austrian 
delegation, under the direction of Dr, 4eissl of the Austrian Ministry 
of Education, participated in the proceedings of the recent UNESCO 
General Assembly held in Paris from September 19 to October 6, Austria 
was also represented by Monsignor Dr, Karl Kudolf of the Vienna Arch- 
bishopric, who is a inember of the Vatican Commission attached to 
UNESCO, This cormission was established in 1947 to pursue UNESCO's 
work from the Catholic stand-point, 





1675 DISPLACED PURSONS EMIGRATED ROM AUSTRIA TO THE U.S. IN SEPTEMBER. 
Sixteen hundred and seventy-three displaced persons of various nation- 
ality emigrated from Austria to the United States during the month of 
September, according to a report released by the head of the U.S, Dis- 
placed Persons! Commission in Austria. lost of the departing groups 
were assembled in Salzburg and transported via Bremerhaven, 








LARSHALL PLAN ALD TO AUSTRIA FOR 1949/1950, Austria has 
been allocated 249 miliion dollars’ worth of ilarsimll Plan aid for the 
year 1949/1950, The figure for the 1948/49 period had been 283.6 mil- 
lions. Of this total, 174,1 million dollars represent outright dollar 
credits (as compared to 217 millions for the previous year), and 85.8 
million dollars represent drawing rights (last year these amounted to 
66.6 millions) against other ilarshall Plan countries. 

The dollar credits are subdivided as follows: 
in millions of dollars 


1948/49 1949/1950 








Food 123,90 7569 
Agriculture 11.2 15.6 
Tobacco 502 200 
Coal 10,0 5.0 
Oil products 0.8 0.7 
Raw materials and semi-finished goods 59.7 52.8 
Investments 10,0 29.8 


The balance is for coverage of freight charges, 


The drawings rights have been subdivided as follows: 
in millions of dollars 





1948/49 1949/1950 
Food 2eD 5,0 
Agriculture Sel 8.7 
Coal 0265 43.5 
Oil procucts -- 0.7 
Raw materials and semi-finished goods 26,0 22.6 
investments Let 7.9 


The following list shows the percentage of each group in relation 





BPH Se O a 
= ~ant qi waver Vem 
ru oe — 


1¢ 
tc 














10/21/1949 AUSTRIAN INFORIATION-7 


to overall aid: 1948/1949 1949/1950 
Food 44,2 50.1 
Agriculture Sel 9,4 
Tobacco lel 1,0 
Coal 15,0 17.8 
Oil products 0.35 0.5 
Raw llaterials and semi-finished goods 25.2 21.5 
investments 4.4 14,0 
Freight charges 6.7 509 


The above breakcown shows that the percentage of aid for food 
has been considerably reduced. Competent circles are of the opinion 
that after the rinal results of the harvest will have made themselves 
felt, an even greater reduction of this item in favor of the others 
will go into erfect. A marked increase is noticeable in the percentage 
or industrial investments. The amount of aid extended to agriculture 
has also increased over the previous year. 


AUSTRIAN ECONOMY AND THE RECENT? CURRENCY DEVALUATIONS, In its Septem- 
ber issue, the “Austrian Institute for Economic Research" in Vienna 
presented a comprehensive survey of the effects of recent international 
currency devaluations on Austria's economy. in the article embodying 
the survey, the Institute's publication stated that the September 20 
decision of the Austrian Cabinet to retain the current rate of exchange 
between the schilling and the dollar gives those concerned with the 
country's economic policy ample time to study the effects of these cur- 
rency reforms, instituted in rapid succession, and to adopt without 
undue haste such measures as may be necessary. 

The current wave of devaluations, the article states, comes at a 
time when Austrian economy is in a phase of relatively peaceful de- 
velopment. Industrial production in July reached a new postwar high 
with an index figure of 128.6 (1987 =100), The complete figures 
available to date for the month ot August show that industrial produc- 
tion is maintaining its upward trend. This year's harvest has also 
been very satisfactory, with the yield from bread grain estimated at 
750,000 metric tons, as compared to the 600,000 tons of last year, In 
July and August, the nuwiuver of unemoloyed continued to decrease, reach- 
ing a low of 75,422, as compared to 158,552 at the end of *"ebruary of 
this year, In August, the numver of gainfully employed exceeded 
1,955,000, a new high in the county's employment figures, In Septem- 
ber, prices continued stable, with further price reductions noticeable 
in isolated instances, From mid-august to mid-september, the cost of 
living index dropped from 504 to 491.5 (April 1945 =100). During the 
later half of the sumer, the volume of bank notes in circulation de- 
creased and, at the end of August, there were 5,957 million schillings 
in circulation, a figure only 5.7% greater than the figure for the be- 
ginning of the year. One of the most important factors contributing 
to the gradual stabilization of the amount of money in circulation is 
the caution with which funds accumulating in the ERP Counterpart 
Accounts are being released. During the first three quarters of 1949, 
only about 714 million schillinss were made available for investments 
of all types, although during this same period 950 million schillings 
had been added to the I'und, in puyment for various EXP goods, 

Compared to the favorable development of Austria's domestic econ- 
omy, her foreign trade has encountered various difficulties for which 
the world economic situation is primarily responsible. The none too 
Simple position of Austrian foreign trade was rendered all the more 
difficult in many countries because of tne currency devaluations. As 
long as Austria maintains the present exchange parity between the 
schilling and the doller, these devaluations will affect most, the 
foreign trade transactions conducted on a foreign exchange basis and 
least, those effected on a barter or clearing basis. In 1948 and in 
the first seven months of 1949, about 36% of Austria's exports went to 
countries which have since devaluated their currencies. But under her 
present foreign trade system, the Institute asserts, Austria need not 
be forced into a hasty decision, because the present system mitigates 
considerably the adverse effects of these currency devaluations. 

The article continues to show how the new situation works in 
favor of the country's imports. As long as Austria does not devaluate 
her own currency, her imports will profit from the currency devaluatiams 
of other countries because her dollars, expressed in devalued currency, 
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now have greater purchasing power than heretofore. Another advantage 
would accrue to Austria if the drawing rights granted her for the secavi 
ERP year in the amount of 835.1 million dollars were converted at the 
new dollar parity rates. 

The Institute then goes on to voice its misgivings regarding an 
immediate change in the official schilling rate of exchange, because 
of the as yet incalculable consequences of the international wave of 
devaluations which at best, would only make possible the establishment 
of a temporary rate of exchange. It points out that with a higher 
dollar rate, ERP food imports would have to be calculated at higher 
prices, if no new discrepancy is to arise between domestic prices and 
those of the world market, The Institute further points out that the 
currency reforms are the first evidence that international efforts 
toward multilateral trade and convertible currencies are beginning to 
bear fruit. If she does not want to disassociate herself from Western 
economy, Austria cannct remain aloof from these developments, 

Austrian economy therefore faces the necessity of drafting a plan 
which would gradually ease her currenct export restrictions towards a 
freer form of foreign trade. In closing, the institute for Economic 
Research declares that the present indivicaual and highly complicated 
export and import licensing procedures should be replaced by the in- 
direct and generally-effective instrument of customs duties. In that 
case, however, a modification and proportional valorization of tthe old 
customs tariffs, in step with the changes in domestic and world econo- 
my, would seem unavoidadle,. 


FURTEER PRODUCTION INCREASES IN AUSTRIA'S PAPER INDUSTRY. During the 
end quarter of 1949, Aus+ria's paper industry was able to increase its 
output by some 5% over tie first quarter of tne year, Its output of 
paper for the end quarter was 55,236 tons. The production of paper 
pulp increased by 10/,, with the output for the end quarter amounting 

to 535,255 tons. The production of cardboard increased to 14,195 tons 
(31% over the previous three-month period) and that of mechanical wood 
pulp products to 22,716 tons (an increase of 45%). The paper industry 
has now almost reaciied the maximum of its production capacity. Despite 
the fact that strong competition and falling prices characterized all 
foreign markets, the export of paper products increased during the 2nd 
quarter of 1949, JDuring the latter period, 24,454 tons of paper,15, 559 
tons of paper pulp anc 3,015 tons of cardboard were exported, For the 
lst quarter of the year, these exports had amounted to 22,008, 14,3542 
and 2,019 tons respectively. On the domestic market also, the sale of 
paper increased from 29,558 to 51,791 tons. 





AUSTRIA RESUMES WORLD EXPORT OF OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS, After heving 
Overcome its i1tial reconstruction difficulties, the "Reichert Werke" 
of Vienne, Avus«ria's lexding producer of optical instruments, have 
resumed the e<.,ort of their instruments on a large scale, The "“Kei- 
chert" micros:upes, whicn have taken 75 years of intense research to 
develop ond are today cousicered among tne best in the world, are now 
being expurt<ca not only to almost all the countries of Kurope, but also 
to South Amer:sa, Australia, North Africa, China and India. These ex- 
ports are shicped partly by air and recently, for example, when the 
medical school of tne University of Santiago de Chili was almost com- 
pletely destroyed by fire, several hundred special microscopes arrived 
from Austria within a few weeks, This was a feat which - in the words 
of the official Chilian report - no other optical firm in the world was 
able to achieve, 








AUSTRIA SIGNS TRADE AGREEMENT WITH WESTERN GERMANY. The economic talks 
which had been in course for some time between an Austrian and a West 
German trade delegation in Frankfurt have led to the signing of a one- 
year trade agreement on September 350, covering the period from October 
1, 1949 to September 30, 1950, ‘The new economic agreement stipulates 
that, except for a few specific classes of goods, exports from Austria 
to Western Germany shall henceforth be entirely free. For the present, 
Austrian exports of paper to the Western zones of Germany will be 
limited to 1,5 million dollars, exports of sawed timber to 35,5 million 
dollars and exports of special types of steel to 1 million dollars, 

Yor the duration of the agreement, Austria will import primarily coal, 
rolled iron and potash from Western Germany, In addition, she will 
import certain finished goods for a value of 3,6 million dollars. The 
apreement further covers the field of tourist traffic between the two 
countries and sets aside a sum of 2 million dollars for travel expenses 
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of German tourists visiting Austria. Negotiations will be shortly ini- 
tiated for a supplementary agreement on payments between the two 
countries, ‘the new trade treaty between Austria and the Western zones 
of Germany is in keeping with the efforts of the Organization of 
European Economic Cooperation (OEEU) and represents a step forward in 
the progressive disentanglement of inter-European trade from present- 
day restrictions, 


AUSTRIAN SUGAR-BEET CROP ESTIMATED AT 500,000 METRIC TONS. This year's 
sugar-bdeet crop has been estimated by the Austrian sugar industry at 
about 500,000 metric tons, as compared to last year's crop of 360,000 
metric tons, On the basis of an average sugar yield of 14%, this 
year's sugar output is expected to total some 70,000 metric tons,which 
is 24,000 metric tons more than was obtained in the previous year, 

This amount, however, will meet only about halir of the country's sugar 
requirements, thereby making necessary the continued, although reduced, 
import of unrefined sugar from abroad, 





NEW MOUNTAIN RALLROAD PLANNED FOR _ARLBERG, The "Wiener Zeitung" re- 
ports that preparatory work is now being done on a new railroad project, 
the execution of which will represent a technical achievement of the 
first order, The project concorms a narrow-gauge mountain railroad 
line which is intended to serve the Arlberg winter sport area, The 
tracks of the new railroad will have a gauge of one meter (3,28 feet) 
and will run from St, Anton to Zuers, via Rauz, and rrom there, to 
Boedmen in the "Kleine Walsertal", via Lech, The last section of the 
line will lead to Oberstdorf on the Javarian border, The total length 
of the projected railroad line is 28.1 miles, 12.5 of which will be 
built through tunnels. The strongest grade wili have an incline of 
60%, which almost approximates that ot tne Bernina line in Switzerland, 
it is estimated that three years will be necessary to complete its 
construction with construction costs estimated at about 200 million 
schillings. The line will be operated by electric rail cars, with a 
seating capacity of 30C passengers each, and it is hoped that year- 
round operation will be maintained by means of special protective 
measures, despite the heavy snowfall in the Arlberg area during the 
height of the winter, The new line will not only connect several of 
Austria's most famous winter sport resorts to international lines of 
communication, but will also provide a rail connection for the “Kleine 
Walsertal” with the rest of Austria, This latter valley, which is part 
of the Austrian province of Vorarlberg, is completely cut off from the 
rest of the country by a series of high mountain ranges and can only 
be reached from Austria br an S-hour foot journey across the surround- 
ing mountains, It was therefore necessary to attach this area to Ba- 
varia for customs purposes, The new line will put an end to this un- 
fortunate state of affairs and establish a direct link between the 
area and Austria, 








RECONSTRUCTION WORK ON VIENNA'S “STEPHANSPIATZ" PROGRESSING, The 
“Stephansplatz”, in whose center the famous landmark of St, Stephen's 
Cathedral stands and which is generally regarded as the heart of 
Vienna, was almost completely destroyed in the closing days of the war: 
it was hit by bombs and set on fire by retreating SS troops, The fires 
consumed not only the dome of “t. Stephen's, but also the large stores 
(Rothberger, Singer, Haas) on the Western and Southern sides of the 
Square, Only the Archbishop's Palace and the old patrician houses on 
its Northern and Eastern sides remained, Now that the done of the 
Cathedral has been rebuilt, with the completion of its roof, and part 
of the church restored to religious service, work is being started on 
the Western anc Southern sides of the square. In order to give the 
Square a uniform architectural line, the buildings opposite the Cathe- 
dral are being designed in modern style, but will not exceed 30 meters 
in height. They are intended to house business stores, cafés and 
offices. The new structures will be erected somewhat further back, so 
that the square will be widened by 6 meters to better meet modern 
traffic requirements, At the corner of the "Stephansplatz" and the 
"Graben" a new “Hochhaus" will counterbalance the Equitable Palace 
facing it. The sidewalks will be partly covered by arcades and thereby 
provide more room for pedestrian traffic, 





AUSTRIAN STATE ARCHIVES 200 YEARS OLD. On September 21, the 200th 
Anniversary of the establishment of the Austrian State Archives was 
celebrated in the presence of President Dr, Karl Kenner, In the year 
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1749, Empress Maria Theresa founded the “House, Court and State Ar- 
chives", which in the course of tine have become one of the world's 
most reliable historical archives and today include several hundred 
thousand public documents and scientific records, dSome of these date 
back to the early ‘liddle Ages. I1t was only with great pains that the 
invaluable documents could be saved from thert by the Germans, In 
1945, combat action brought the national archives within a hair's 
breadth from being burned, but the threatening fire could be extin- 
guished at the last moment, 

The documents preserved cover not only the political, cultural 
and economic development of Austria, but also throw considerable his- 
torical light on tne history of France, Italy, the Netherlands,England, 
Prussia, Scandinavia, Russia, surkey, the Near Last and particularly 
the countries which were rormerly part of the Austro-Hungarian Mon- 
archy (i.e. Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and 
Albania). Many of the records also relate to the early colonial his- 
tory of South and Central America in which Austria, because of her 
association with the ruling house of Spain at the tire, also played an 
active part, 


WORTD PREsITERE OF LAST SVRAUSS OPiRA TO BL GIVEN IN SALZBURG IN 1951, 











A few days before his recent untimely aeath in Garmisch-rartenkirchen 
Richard Strauss expressed the wish that his opera "Liebe der Danae" 
(Love of Danaé) - to the composition of which he had devoted the last 
years of his life - be given its world premiére in Austria, according 
to a report in the Vienna daily "Neues Oesterreich". In the presence 
of his family and the testamentary executor of his artistic legacy, 
Rudolf Hartmann, the great composer requested that this never performed 
opera be presented to the world at the 1951 Salzburg Festival. Richard 
Strauss specified the year 1951 because - as he said - by then, not 
only the Vienna State Opera, but other opera companies throughout the 
world as well, would again be in a position to stage so difficult and 
exacting a work with a competent cast and the proper mise-en-scéne,. 
This decision by the late master, to let austria present the world 
premiére of his work, was communicated to Dr, Egon tilbert, head of 

the Federal Theater Administration, inmediately after Richard Strauss' 
funeral in Munich, A written confirmation of this communication from 
Strauss! family has since been received by the Austrian Government, 


FAMOUS VIENNA OPFRETTA COMPOSin EDMUND EYSLER DiS. Edmund Eysler, 
the famous operetta composer, died in Vienna on October 4th at the age 
of 75. During the last decades, he has been considered one of Vienna's 
leading operetta composer. For more than a generation, his "Bruder 
Straubinger", "Kuenstlerblut", “Das Zirkuskind", "\Jiener liusik" and 
many other works have been among the major triumphs of Vienna's operetta 
stage. His last work, “Erzherzog Johann", which has not yet been 
presented to the public, will probably be given its world premiere this 
season at the Graz Onera tiouse. During the National-Socialist regime 
in Austria, Edimmd Eysler had been the victim of official wrath and 
persecution. ‘This spring, on the occasion of his 7oth birthday, he 

was officially presented with an honorary ring by the Mayor of the City 
of Vienna, 

















VIENNA PHILHARMONIC TO FEATURE BRAHMS, BESTHOVEIM, HAYDN, WAGNER AND 
RighHaRD STRAUSS. ‘Tne program oO. the Vienna Philharmonic’s 1949/1950 
concert season will feeture works by Brahms, Eeethoven, Haydn, Wagner 
and Richard Strauss, as a result of a public opinion poll of the 
city's concert-going public which showed a marked preference for these 
composers, Bach and Sivec«ner will also be included in the progran, 
but there will be a notable absence of works by Schubert an Mozart. 
Wilhelm Furtwaengler, Bruno Walter, Volkmar Andreae, Clemens Krauss 
and Herbert Karajan will snare the season's conducting honors, in the 
fall, the Vienna Philharmonic will give several guest concerts in Lon- 
don, Paris, Geneva and Zurich under the baton of Lruno Walter and Wil- 
helm Furtwaengler,. 





CLEMENS HOLZiEISTER EXHIBITION IN VIENYA. An exhibition of drawings, 
photographs and blueprints or the famous Austrian architect Clemens 
Holzmeister is now being held at the Kinsky Palace in Vienna, Holz- 
meister is lmown for his modern church structures and imposing govern- 
ment buildings. He designed the "bello Horizonte" church in Brazil 
which holds 12,000 persons and whose dome is 446 feet high and has a 
spread of 23 feet (much larger than that of the Church of St. Peter in 
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Rome). Prof, Holzmeister also built several such modern churches in 
Vienna and Austria, In the field of stately buildinys, Prof, Holz- 
meister acquired architectural renown by his complete change of An- 
kara's skyline, in the Turkish capital, he not only designed most of 
the modern government buildings, but also conceived a mausoleum for 
Kemal Ataturk and the Palace of the President, The Vienna exhibition 
also includes several of liolzmeister's water-color landscapes, 


CITY OF VIENNA BESTOWS HONORARY CITIZENSHIP ON ARNOLD SCHOENBERG. On 
September 15, the City Senate of Vienna unanimously voted to nominate 
the Austrian composer Arnold Schoenberg an honorary citizen of the 

city on the occasion of his 75th birthday. Theodor koerner, the ijayor 
of Vienna, sent a telegran of warm congratulation to the great composer 
who is now living in Los Angeles, Cal. Schoenberg who has been living 
in the United States since 1955 is one of the most representative 
figures in the field of moder imsic, 





AUSTRIA BEATS CZECHOSLOVAKIA 3 TO 1 AT SOCCER, On Sunday, September 
25th, 66,000 soccer fans saw Austria beat Czechosloval:ia 5 to 1 in 

the international soccer encounter held at the Vienna Stadium. The 
hard-won Austrian victory was wildly cheered by the spectators, since 
it was the first time in 18 years that Czechoslovakia's top eleven had 
been beaten by an Austrian national team, ‘the honors of the day went 
to the Austrian goalxeeper Engeliaier and the forward Decker who 
scored two goals, Eoth players belong to the "Vienna" soccer club 
which fought its way to the top of the austrian national league during 
the championship games of the past few weeks, 





AUSTRIAN FESTIVITIES IN PHLILADELPIIA, On October end, the following 
local Austrian clubs aid societies staged colorful festivities in the 
Tyrolean Hall of Philadelphia, Pa.: the "Almrausch", the Austro-Amer- 
ican Aid Society, the Yyrolean Club, the Burgenland Club, the Austro- 
Hungarian Club, the Tyrolean Ladies Club and the Austro-American 
Iadies Club, The festivities were introduced by Mr. Frank Piazzi, 
president of the arranvements!' committee, later, an address was de- 
livered by the Austrian Consul Ueneral in New York, Dr. Franz ilatsch, 
followed by a performance or Austrian folk dances, The presence of 
more than 800 persons attested to the attachment of the former 
Austrians now living in Pennsylvania, and their descendants, to their 
country of origin. 





NEW YORK ART INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES LECTURES ON AUSTRIAN MASTERPIECKES, 
On the occasion of the fortncoming exhibition of art treasures from 
Austria to be shown this winter in the New York Metropolitan lluseum 
of Art, the lIilaster Institute of United Arts, Inc., 310 Kiverside 
Drive, New York 25, N.Y., is presenting a series of lectures on 
"Masterpieces and Artists in the Exhibition of the Vienna Collectiors"” 
by Dr. Else Hoffmann, art critic and lecturer. The lectures started 
at the beginning of October and are held every Wednesday at 8.50 p.m. 
They will be given until the end of January. During the course of 
the lectures, the individual paintings and other art treasures, as 
well as the artists themseives, will be discussed from the artistic 
and historic view points, The comprehensive analyses will be ilius- 
trated with slides. 





DONATION FOR NEEDY AUSTRIA CHILDEEN,. An anount of 82,000 schillings 
proceeding from various venefit gatherings and donations was recently 
received in Vienna from "Save Austria's Children, Inc," for distri- 

bution among needy Austrian children. An important donation was made 
by Mr, Victor F, Ridder, the publisher of the “New York Staats-Zeitung 


und Herold", from the paper's child aid fund, 





TOURIST CARD ABOLISHED IN AUSTRIA, Effective October 15th, Austria 
has abolished the Yourist Card. Permits for the Western zones of 
Austria and Vienna will now be issued to United States citizens upon 
presentation of passports and application to: 


Allied Commission Permit Office 
Suite 436 

42 Broadway 

New York 4, N.Y. 





or to the Office of the same Department in their Temporary U Building 
between 12th and 135th Streets on Constitution Avenue, Washington,D.C. 
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Food rationing in restaurants in Austria has also been abolished 
throughout the Western Zones of Austria and Vienna, 


AUSTRIAN STUDENT GKOUP OURS UNITED STATES, A group of Austrian stu- 
dents and teachers will arrive in New York aboard S.S,. VEENDAM on No- 
vember 15th, The purpose of their voyage is a nation-wide tour of the 
United States to last until June 1950, in the coui'se of which they in- 
tend to present to the American people various phases of Austrian cul- 
ture and in tnis mamer to cement the bonds of friendship between the 
two peoples, ‘The group consists of 14 girls and 17 boys, who were 
carefully selected and trained for montis in their tasks, They come 
from all parts of Austria and present a true picture of Austrian youth 
today, Presentations at university towns are their chief aims, These 
will consist chiefly of readings of Austrian poets, a presentation of 
Grillparzer's "Sappho" and the perennial Salzburg favorite "Jedermann" 
along with lectures and ciscussions about Austria. Aside from this 
they have for the general public a two hour presentation of Austrian 
folk dances and songs. 

This group was formed by the “Amt fuer Studentenwanderungen", an 
organization founded after the first World War by Dr, Oskar F,. bock, 
lector at the University of Vienna, as a token of gratitude for aid 
rendered by the United States and Great britain. its aim is the fur- 
thering of good international relations and it facilitated the exchange 
of thousands of students up to the beginning of World War II, It has 
once again begun its work and has again helped in this international 
work of bettering understanding among all peoples, It is a self-sup- 
porting, non-profit organization, free of all political ties and recog- 
nized by all intemational student bodies, In undertaking this tour, 
the “ Amt fuer Studentenwandemmpen" has been supported by the American 
Legation in Vienna, the Ecucation Division of the American Forces in 
Austria, the Austrian ilission of the American Friends! Service Comnittes, 
the UNESCO Commission for Austria, the Austro-American Society, the 
Austro-American Institute of lducation, and the Austrian National Union 
of Students, it further enjoys the personal patronage of the Austrian 
Chancellor, Dr. Figl, and the ilinister of Communications, lir. Uebeleis, 

The present tour of the United States is not the first one of its 
kind to be undertaken by the “Amt fuer Studentenwanderungen". In 1937 
it organized a very successful tour of South Africa during which all 
costs were covered by their concert income, :lembers of the tour were 
housed and fed by interested private hosts, It is hoped that this can 
be duplicated in this country with the aid of local committees whose 
purpose it would be to find such local hospitality, and arrange one or 
two public concerts, 

All persons or organizations willing to offer concrete advice or 
aid to this group are invited to write as soon as possibdle to: Dr, 
Oskar F, Bock, c/o Austrian Consulate General, Information Department, 
509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N.Y, 











The Information Department of the Austrian Consulate 
General in New York announces the publication of 


"Ss £2 Fr 
A SUMMARY OF FACTS AID FIGURES 


This illustrated handbook will contain useful information 
on the following subjects: 


GEOGRAPHY (Areas; Boundaries; Topography; Climate; Population; 
The Federal States). 


HISTORY AID GOVERNMENT (Brief Historical Outline; Political 
Development since 1945; Form of Government). 


CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND ACHIZVEMENTS (Education; Science and 
Technical Achievements; liusic; Literature and Theater; 
Architecture; Painting and Sculpture, 


ECONOMY | (Agriculture; Forestry; Hydroelectric Power; Mining; 
Manufacturing; Foreign Trede; European Recovery Program 
in Austria; Finance; Transportation; Social Legislation), 


SOME BASIC FIGURES, 
The 80 page pooklet may be obtained, free of charge,by 


writing to: Austrian Consulate General, Information Department, 
509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N.Y, 


nels ew 












OQ 





“A'N ‘Z1 XHOA MAN 
SANNAAV HLldala 6OG 
IWUYANASD ALVINSNOOD NVIYLSN 





oaoag BS wero! 














